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According to a report released May 21 by US congressional caucus, Salvadoran military officers'
promotions are wholly disconnected with evidence of human rights abuses. Fourteen of 15 topranking officers have served as commanders of military units responsible for documented abuses,
including assassinations of civilians, torture of prisoners, abductions, and subsequent cover-ups
of such crimes. The report was released on the eve of debate in the House on El Salvador policy.
Secretary of State James Baker failed in his attempt to devise a "bipartisan" position on US aid to
that country. According to the report, 12 of El Salvador's 15 highest-ranking military officers are
members of the 1966 military academy graduating class, known as La Tandona. Traditionally, in El
Salvador military officers are promoted while protecting academy classmates; loyalty to each other
is placed above all other values. Many officers, said the study, have detailed information on fellow
officers' questionable practices. This information could be used for purposes of blackmail. "Loyalty"
to each other prevents blackmail, and closes off attempts to pursue investigation of human rights
abuse cases. An unidentified official at the US Embassy in San Salvador is quoted in the report as
saying that between 5 and 15% of the army's rank and file are "ghost soldiers," and their salaries are
channeled into the pockets of officers. The congressional caucus on foreign policy and arms control
is comprised of over 135 members of the House and Senate. (Basic data from AFP, 05/21/90)
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